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THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE
TOWN WARRANT
(L.S.J
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Francestoivn, in the
County of Hillsborough in said State, qualified to vote in
Town Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
Francestown, on Tuesday, the eighth day of March, next,
at nine of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the following
subjects
:
1. To choose all necessary Town Officers for the year
ensuing.
2. To see if the town will vote to have a coat of tar
applied to that portion of the Turnpike Road between Nut-
ting's Corner and the Lyndeboro line and instruct the select-
men to use the Post War Reserve Fund to pay for sam^e,
provided the Legislature does not reclassify said road.
3. To see if the Tow^n Vv^ill vote to have a complete list
of all taxable property within the Town, together with the
valuation and taxes assessed on same, published in the town
report.
4. To see if the town will vote to instruct the selectmen
to borrow on long term note the sum of $400.00 to be used
for the installation of automatic heat in the George Holmes
Bixby Memorial Library.
5. To see if the town will vote to request the State Tax
Commission to make a complete reappraisal of the lands and
buildings within the town, to equalize valuations in accord-
ance with the law and to appropriate money for this purpose.
6. To see if the town will vote to borrow on long term
notes a sufficient sum of money to install lire escapes on the
Town Hall building.
7. To see if the Town will authorize the Moderator to
appoint a Highway Committee of five plus the Selectmen to
conduct a study of highways within the Town, including
maintenance of present roads^ new improvements and con-
struction, new equipment and storage of same, expenses and
salaries of Highway Agents and employees, one member of
the committee to be from each section of the Town. This
committee to report its recommendations to all future special
and regular Town, Meetings and to the public hearings of
the Budget Committee each year for consideration by the
Budget Committee before the annual budget is made up.
8. To see if the Town will vote to discontinue the Muni-
cipal Budget Law.
9. To see if the Town will vote to establish a Town Bud-
get Committee to receive reports of all Town Departments
and present their recommendations after holding public
hearings.
'
10. The following items have been considered by the
Budget Committee and are submitted to the Town Meeting
for discussion, they carry neither the approval or disapproval
of the Budget Committee.
1. Salary increase for Selectmen.




To see what action the Town will take upon the bud-
get as submitted by the Budget Committee and raise and
appropriate sufficient sum of money to finance the Budget
as finally accepted.
12. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors and Com-
mittees heretofore chosen and take action on same and to
transact any other business that may legally come before the
meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this sixteenth day of














BUDGET OF THE TOWN
Actual Revenue and Expenditures of the
Compared















Interest and dividends tax $1,215.53
Savings bank tax 80.00
For fighting forest fires, state
For fighting forest fires, towns
From Local Sotii'-ces Except Taxes;
Business permits
Rent of town hall and other buildings
Interest received on taxes and deposits
Income from trust funds
Income, Henry Worcester
Refund from Road Agent
Filing fees
Motor vehicle permit fees 583.92
Sale of town property
Tax sales redeemed
Refund on poll tax
Refund on blister rust
Bounties
Cash on hand Treasurer refund
Dog tax
Refund town officers' expense
Amount Raised by Issue of Bonds or Notes:
Long term notes (painting WTiite church)
Short term notes
From Local Taxes Other Than Property Taxes:
Poll taxes—regular at $2 396.00
Total Revenues from all Sources Except
Property Taxes $2,275.45









































OF FRANCESTOWN, N. H.
Ensuing Year January 1, 1949 to December v31, 1949
with




















Town officers' salaries $680.00 680.00
Town officers' expenses 592.68
Election and registration expenses 140.72
Clock 13.00
Expenses town hall and other town
buildings 263.59
Town hall, special 200.00 200.00
Protection of Persons and Property:
Police department 80.15
Fire department 800.00 798.09
Moth extermination—blister rust 800.00 399.52
Health:




Town maintenance: Summer 1,500.00 1,471.70
Town maintenance: Winter 4,500.00 4,779.26
Street lighting 544.50
General expenses, town dump 64.90
Town road aid 749.53 749.53
Repairs to White Church 200.00 150.00
Libraries: 686.00 686.00
Public Welfare:
Old age assistance 909.56
Patriotic Purposes:





Horse sheds , 15.90
Advertising and regional associations 70.00 70.00
Interest:
On long term notes 320.28
Forest fires 1,097.27
Intebtedness:
Payment on Principal of Debt:
Long term notes 1,000.00
Payment to capital reserve funds 1,000.00
Payments to Other Govermnental Divisions:
County taxes 3,722.68







































Less Estimated Revenues and Credits
:
Interest and Dividend Tax $1,215.53
Savings Bank Tax 80.00
Motor Vehicle Permit Fees 583.92
Total Revenues and Credits 1,879.45
$29,987.61
,Plus Overlay 715.47
Net Amount to be raised by Taxation $30,703.08
Less : Poll Taxes at $2.00 396.00
Amount to be raised by Property Taxes $30,307.08
Taxes to be Committed to Collector
Property Taxes $30,307.08
Poll Taxes at $2.00 396.00
Total Taxes to be Committed $30,703.08
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COMPARATIVE STATEMENT











Highways 4,500.00 4,779.26 279.26
Summer
Highways 1,500.00 1,471.70 28.30





Rust Control 400.00 399.52 .48
Monadnock Region 70.00 70.00
Cemeteries 300.00 336.89 36.89
Unitarian Church 200.00 150.00 50.00
Reserve Funds for
Road Equip. 1,000.00 1,000.00
Payments on Prin-
cipal of Debt 1,000.00 1,000.00
T.R.A. 749.53 749.53
County Tax 3,722.83 3,722.83
School Tax 11,438.60 7,000.00 4,438.60
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FINANCIAL REPORT
of Fl-ancestown in Hillsborough County for the




In hands of Treasurer $4,648.99
In hands of Tax Collector 36.32
Capital Reserve Funds
:
Post War Roads $1,800.00
New Road Equipment 1,000.00









Net Debt—December 31, 1947 $4,545.03
Net Debt—December 31, 1948 2,765.03
Decrease of Debt $1,780.00
Liabilities
Accounts Owed by the Town :
Town Hall kitchen $100.00
Water Holes 88.92
White Church Repairs 50.00
Due to School Districts
:
Dog Licenses, 1947 and 1948 241.04
Balance of Appropriation 4,563.60
Capital Reserve Funds 2,800.00
Long Term Notes Outstanding:









Property taxes, current year $27,197.38
Poll taxes, regular at $2.00 286.00
Total Current Year's Taxes
collected and remitted $27,483.38
Property Taxes, previous years 2,167.61
Poll Taxes, previous years, regular at $2.00 74.00
Interest Received on Taxes 59.23
Tax Sales Redeemed 183.(X)
From State
:
For Class V Highway Maintenance
18
Henry Worcester Acct.,
Class V Highways 136.00
Forest Fires outside Towns 163.06
Joan Bixby, Cash on Hand 89.10
Total Receipts Other than
Current Revenue 11,195.29
Total Receipts from All Sources $46,356.21







Town Officers' Salaries $680.00
Town Officers' Expenses 592.68
Election and Registration Expenses 140.72
Expenses Town Hall and other Buildings 863.59
Protection of Persons and Property:
Water Holes 7.00
Police Department 80.15
Fire Department, including forest fires 1,892.45



























Memorial Day and Veterans' Associations
Public Service Enterprises
:
Repairing and Painting White Church
Horse Sheds and Common




Advertising and Regional Associations
Taxes Bought by Town
Discounts, Abatements and Refunds
$1,471.70
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Payments to Capital Reserve Funds 1,800.00
Payments to Trustees, trust funds 250.00
Payments to Other Government Divisions
:
Taxes Paid to County 3,722.83
Payments to School Districts 10,500.00
Total Payments for All Purposes $45,685.77
Cash on Hand December 31, 1948 4,648.99
Grand Total $50,334.76
21
SCHEDULE OF TOWN PROPERTY
Description
22






12 at $.50 $7.00
Declaration of Candidacy 15.00
22.00




















Uncollected, December 31, 1947 $13.31
Uncollected, December 31, 1948 $13.31
Levy of 1944
Dr.




FINANCIAL REPORT OF THE TREASURER OF
THE TOWN OF FRANCESTOWN
For the Fiscal Year Ending December 31, 1948
Balance in Treasury Januaiy 1, 1948 $3,978.55
Rodney G. Mills, Tax Collector:
1946 Poll Tax $2.00







Souhegan Nat'l Bank $9,000.00




Gladys Vadney—town hall 44.00
Trust Funds
:
Emma A. Joslin, cemetery fund $150.00





Clayton Foote, Overpayment on
Order No. 664 1.00
Henry Worcester, Addition to












DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Town Officers' Salaries
:
Carl D. Abbott, selectman $150.00
Leon E. Hoyt, selectman 150.00
Clarence C. Jones, selectman 150.00
Herman C. Miller, town clerk 60.00
Herman C. Miller, town treasurer 40.00
Rodney C. Mills, tax collector 100.00
A.rthur J. Miller, overseer of poor 30.00
Town Officers' Expenses
:
Clark Press, tov</n reports $375.00
Brown and Saltmarsh,
Supplies to Tax Collector 229.00
Edson C. Eastman Co.,
Office supplies 10.30
F. H. Colburn & Co., Town Officers'
Bonds, postage and supplies 85.64
Herman C. Miller, repairs on Adding
Machine and postage 16.64
N. H. Tax Collectors' Association
Dues for 1945—46—47 6.00
Wheeler and Clark,
Selectman's stamp
N. H. Assessors' Association, dues
Donat Corriveau, Reg. of Deeds,
Deeds and mortgages
Wilfred Boisclair, names probated
Transcript Printing Co., advertising
Joan A. Bixby, clerk's expenses
R. G. Mills, printing tax bills, rent
on safety deposit box 22.90
1.63
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Clarence C. Jones, postage, tel., trips to
Keene, Manchester, Concord, dinners 32.00
Carl D. Abbott, postage and telephone 2.50
Leon E. Hoyt, meetings to Keene,
Manchester and Concord 15.00
Election and Registration
:
Leon E. Hoyt, services as moderator,
3 meetings $15.00
Rodney G. Mills, superviser 24.00
Arthur J. Miller, supervisor 22.00
William Basset, supervisor 16.00
C. Gladys St. John, election officer 12.00
Gladys Vadney, election officer 12.00
Lorenzo E. Dow, election officer 12.00
Raymond Cilley, election officer 16.00
Cabinet Press, printing ballots 11.72
Town Hall
:
PubHc Service Co., lights $25.44
Carl D. Abbott, 4 cords wood 80.00
Francestown Electric & Water Co.,
Water for town hall 15.00
Gladys Vadney, services as janitor 35.00
William Leland, electrical work 7.40






Victor L. White, police duty
Earl E. Cilley, police duty












Victor L. White, Forest Fire Acct. $1,097.02
Fire Department
:
Arthur J. Miller, janitor and supplies $189.41
P. H. Saltmarsh, coal 150.12
PubHc Service Co., lights 12.84
C. H. Cragin & Son, suppHes 39.68
Ray's Garage, supplies 31.98
Daniels' Garage, supplies 10.08
F. H. Colburn & Co., supplies 48.77
I. H. Vadney, gas 7.85
James A. Coffin, supplies and gas masks 86.00
W. E. Leland, wiring 7.90
Sears, Roebuck & Co., batteries 20.50
Keene Electric Service, supplies 25.35
Norfolk Salvage Co., 600 ft. hose 102.00
Ernest Broderick, plumbing 11.25
Independent Coal Tar Co.,
Tarring driveway 18.00
N. H. State Firemen's Association,
Dues, 34 members 34.00
Blister Rust Control :




First Nat'l Bank of Peterborough,




1948 county tax $3,722.83
School District
:
Lillian C. Stewart, treasurer, balance,
1947 appropriation $3,500.00




Herman C. Miller, town clerk $11.00
Insurance
:
Levi M. Bixby, insurance on Town
Hall $330.53
Levi M. Bixby, insurance on Fire
Station 22.25







Clayton F. Foote, Road Agent Town Maintenance
:
Sum.me r Highways :
Payroll $1,471.70
1,471.70
Clayton F. Foote, Road Agent Winter Highways
:
• Payroll $4,779.26







Farm Bureau, insurance on
Town tractor
36
Care of Town Clock
:
Rodney G. Mills
Taxes Bought by Town
Rodney G. Mills







Herman C. Miller, clerk




Charles Lauder, painting and
Repairing Unitarian Church $1,650.00
Horse Sheds
:
Clayton F. Foote, cleaning horse







New Hampshire Explosive Co. 20.90
New England Explosive Corp. 10.75






















Robert St. John 60.20





C. F. Clark 72.61
Daniels' Garage 350.41
Kinne Elec. Co. 37.00
Miscellaneous
:
T. E. Bixby, wood $40.00
Leland Vadney, trip to N. B. 2.00
So. Western Trans. Co., express 8.84
Clayton Foote, trip to Vermont 10.00
Clifton Foote, trip to Boston 5.00
Clifton Foote, trip to Manchester 3.00
Paid by Selectmen
:
Clark & Wilcox Co. $838.96
Carl D. Abbott, wood 40.00





Total Winter Highway Expenses $4,738.86
42







Submitted herevv^ith is the report of the annual audit and
examination of the accounts of the Town of Francestown
which was made by this Division in accordance with the vote
of the town. This audit covered the period from July 31,
1947, date of the previous audit, to December 31, 1948. Ex-
hibits as hereafter listed are included as part of the report
which is submitted herewith.
Scope of Audit
Included in the examination and audit were the accounts
and records of the Board of Selectmen, Treasurer, Tax
Collector, Town Clerk, Trustees of Trust Funds and Library
Treasurer.
Finan cial Statemen ts
Comparative Balance Sheets
December 31, 1947—December 31, 1948
(Exhibit B-1)
Comparative Balance Sheets as of December 31, 1947 and
December 31, 1948, are presented in Exhibit B-1. As in-
indicated therein the Net Debt decreased by $716.47 during
the year.
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Analysis of Change in Financial Condition
(Exhibit B-2)
An analysis of the change in financial condition of the
town made during the year is made in Exhibit B-2, with
the factors which caused the decrease in Net Debt indicated
therein.
Comparative Statements of Appropriations and
Expenditures-—Estimated and Actual Revenue
Fiscal Year Ended December 31. 1947 (Exhibits A-1
and A-2).
Fiscal Year Ended December 31. 1947 (Exhibits B-3
and B-4).
Com.parative statements of appropriations and expendi-
tures, estimated and actual revenues for the fiscal year ended
December 31, 1947 and December 31, 1948, are presented
in Exhibits A-1, A-2 and B-3, B-4, respectively.
In the year 1947, a net overdraft of appropriations of
$800.30, less a net revenue surplus of $600.28, resulted in a
net budget deficit of $200.02. (Exhibit A-2).
A net unexpended balance of appropriations of $768.32,
plus a net revenue surplus of $448.06, resulted in a net bud-
get surplus of $1,216.38, in the year ended December 31,
1948.
Summary of Receipts and Expenditures
(Exhibit C-1)
A summ.ary of receipts and expenditures for the fiscal
year ended December 31, 1948, made up in accordance with
the uniform classification of accounts, is included in Exhibit
C-1. Proof of the Treasurer's balance as of December 31.
1948, is indicated in Exhibit C-2.
Audit Procedure
The accounts and records of all town officials charged
with the custody, receipt and disbursement of public funds
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were e?iamined and audited. Vouchers and cancelled checks
were compared with supporting invoices and payrolls as well
as entries in the books of record. Receipts were checked by
source insofar as possible and totals of receipts and ex-
penditures verified. Book balances were verified by com-
parison with reconciled bank balances made from statements
obtained from depository banks. Verification of uncollected
taxes was made by mailing notices to delinquent taxpayers
as indicated by the collector's records.
General Comments
Tax Collector:
In the report of our last audit, dated September 25, 1947,
it was recommended that tax deeds should be given by the
Collector to the town on property in cases where the two
year redemption period had expired. Exhibit D-6 ( Summary-
of Tax Sale Account) indicates that as of December 31,
1948, there were unredeemed taxes from sales on account
of levies prior to 1946, as follows:
Levy of 1943 — $153.91
Levy of 1942 — 66.35
Levy of 1941 — 115.67
Levies Prior to 1941 — 140.19
Each item included in the unredeemed lists, as above stated,
should be carefully gone over by the Tax Collector and
Board of Selectmen and tax deeds made out to the town
by the Collector in all instances unless there is some particu-
lar reason why a deed cannot be taken, in which case the
unredeemed tax should be abated.
It is also noted that there were uncollected taxes, as of
December 31, 1948, on account of levies prior to 1947, as
follows
:
Levy of 1946 — $35.95
Levy of 1945 — 40.03
Levy of 1944 — 17.49
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The Tax Collector and Board of Selectmen should like-
Avise go over these lists and if there are an}'- accounts therein
which are uncollectible such taxes should be abated.
The Collector should make remittances to the Treasurer
on the basis of total collections and redemptions as indicated
in his cash book on the date of each remittance. Redemptions
from tax sales should be reported separately from tax col-
lections and forms for this purpose have been furnished the
Collector.
Conclusion:
With exceptions as herein noted, the accounts and records
of all town officials which were examined were found in
good condition and the accounting procedure conformed to
the uniform system prescribed by this Division.
The provisions of Section 31, Chapter 211, of the Laws
of 1939, require that this report or a summary of its
essential features shall be published in the next annual town
report.
We extend our thanks to the officials of the Town of





Division of Municipal Accounting,
State Tax Commission.
Herbert E. Hunt, Auditor
Kenneth L. Cowan, Accountant
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DIVISION OF MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING
State Tax Commission
Concord, N. H.
This is to certify that we have audited the accounts and
records of the Town of Francestown for the period from
July 31, 1947 to December 31, 1947^ and the fiscal year ended
December 31, 1948; and, subject to exceptions as noted in
the report, found them to be in good order. In our opinion,
the Exhibits included herewith reflect the true financial con-
dition of the town, together with the results of operations





Division of Municipal Accounting,
State Tax Commission.
Herert E. Hunt, Auditor
Kenneth L. Cowan, Accountant
February 7. 1949.
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BUDGET OF GEORGE HOLMES BIXBY
MEMORIAL LIBRARY
Cash Receipts for 1948
Cash on hand January 1, 1948 $142.20
A. B. Hill Fund, October 20, 1947 18.75
A. B. Hill Fund, 1948 37.50
Manning-Clark Fund 23.06
Town of Francestown, 1948-49 appropriation 686.10
Bridge party 101.00
Francestown Improvement Society 61.35
$1,069.96
Less payments 782.25
Balance December 31, 1948 $287.71
Cash Payments for 1948
Librarian's salary, C. M. Lord $218.50
Cleaning
:
Doris C. Basset . 20.50
Myra Champagne 3.19
Janitor, Charles Lord 15.50
Fuel, William A. Lord 78.00
Repairs
:
T. E. Bixby, gutter 25.46
Geo. Foote, lock 4.50
New equipment, W. W. Adrian, wiring and lights 51.50







January 1, 1948 to December 31, 1948
Fine money
:
Received from tines $42.78











Our Dumb Animals—Mrs. Packer
Jack and Jill—Miss Rand
Common Ground—Miss Rand
Troubadour—State Development Commission
Health—State Department of Health
"More Books"—Boston Public Library
Many books and magazines were given by the following
persons
:
Mrs. Emma Place, Stephanie Creighton, Dr. Sherman,
Patty Place, Mr. Clarence Farrar, Prof. E. B. Hill, Miss
Virginia Davis, Mrs. Mabel Brooks, Miss "Winifred Rand,
Mr. I. S. Kilbrick, Marion Higgins, Mrs. Langmaid, Mrs.
Steffian, Miss Ruth Shattuck, Ted Park, Mrs. Park, Mrs.
Hawkins, Mr. Joy, Mrs. Herrick, Miss Blanchette, Miss
Eunice Patch, Mr. Freese, Estella Vadney, Mrs. Hickey,
Mrs. C. A. Lord, Mrs. Bowers, Miss Hall, Norman Stewart,
Mr. Gray, Mr. Kunhardt, Dick Eglestrom, Mrs. Williams,
W. A. Lord, Lester Foote, Mrs. Sara Packer, Mr. Nutting.
During the year there have been many improvements.
Lights were installed in the closets now used for exhibits;
the shelves and window sills were painted by Mr. Bradbuty.
An outside light was installed beside the main door, and for
this free services were given by Messrs. Ramsdell, Midgely
and Victor White. Special shelves for young children's
books vv'ere prepared by Messrs. William and Arthur Lord
and Thomas Place.
The Children's Room is the result of free services on the
part of the trustees and friends of the Library who spent
many days and nights moving and rearranging books. Miss
Natalie Hopkins gave to the room an Indian mural made by
one of her classes. Mrs. Brous gave a bulletin board and
repainted the old ones. She also held a series of music hours
at the Library in the spring, providing recordings of interest
to the children.
During the summer the librarian and Mrs. Brous con-
ducted the children on regular Wednesday morning nature
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trips ; some collections were made, a plaster cast was made
of a deer track, and a butterfly was raised from the larva
stage ; cocoons were collected for next year. Violet Cilley
attended all the meetings and brought to each meeting from
two to four flowers she had found, to be identified. For her
perfect attendance and exceptional interest she was given a
nature booklet.
A member of the Macdowell Colony made use of our
Library for his summer project, and Natalie Hopkins
worked on a special children's literature project in our Chil-
dren's Room for her course at Plymouth Teacher's College
where she is now teaching.
A Doll Exhibit was held in August, with prizes and a talk,
in charge of Miss McKinle}^, Mrs. Bowman and Mrs. Brous.
On August 12, Mr. and Mrs. Bradbury presided at the
Libraiy, reporting over a hundred visitors for Open House
Day.
Art Week produced, as usual, local work of great interest
by Mr. Bourne, Miss Hirst, Mrs. Kunhardt, Mrs. Herrick.
The children were inspired and volunteered some paintings
(Judy Mace and Nancy Bowman) ; candlesticks of Scobie
clay were brought by Mary Pettee. Mounted prints of fam-
ous works of art were provided for the Children's Room
and these are borrowed as books are.
Gates Freese is lending a model of the Town Hall which
he made last year in his Fine Arts class at Harvard.
Beautiful Japanese articles were on display for several
months, lent by Mrs. Black whose husband was stationed
in Japan.
An exhibit relating to the Clipper Ship Era brought out
an old painting of the Mary Whitridge, two of whose cap-
tains were ancestors of families now living here. Mrs. Dana
Hill lent an elaborate old model of a clipper ship, and a
wooden one which she made.
In connection with the Improvement Society, the Library
and the Town History Committee, Mrs. Frances Hopkins
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has been studying and recording the collections in the His-
torical Rooms.
We still have, for all to see, a real chestnut burr, found
in this town this year and lent by Victor White.
As a member of the executive committee the librarian
has been attending monthly meetings in Concord and gave
a talk on new children's books in Merrimack.
Mr. Thomas and Superintendent Paire have arranged for
the school children to come in a well organized group so
that special exhibits and talks can now be provided for
them. New books have been the basis for them. A most
interesting exhibit of gems and Indian Pottery v/as brought
and explained by Mr. Bourne. Herbs and pomegranates
have been served ; the latter provided seeds from which
some of the children have plants.
From the State Library we have borrowed 154 books
during the year. Twenty dollars has been given for the
fourth time for special reference books. From the Improve-
ment Society the Library received the proceeds of the sale
of the doll given by Prof. E. B. Hill and 34 books were pur-
chased. With the money from the card party held in July
by Mrs. Marion Bradbury, Mrs. Joan Bixby, Mrs. Doris
Basset and Mrs. Lois McAdams we bought 58 books.
To the trustees and all who have helped in any way to
make the year so interesting I am most grateful and hope
no one has been overlooked where appreciation is due, for






REPORT OF THE TOWN HISTORY COMMITTEE
January 1, 1949
54
The Society made several important contributions to the
Town in 1948. Financially, the largest was assuming $400.
expense toward relocating the turnpike between the Town
Hall and the church, under the plan of the State Highway
Commission. The Society has also committed itself to part
of the expense of fire protection in the northerly part of the
village. The Historical Society rooms in the Library were
entirely rearranged to make the exhibits visible and effective.
The Labor Day Carnival was high-lighted by the speech
of Honorable Sherman Adams, on "Women's Importance in
Francestown History." This followed an excellent parade
with many artistic and humorous floats. There were an un-
usual number of individual entries and many saddle horses.
The town organizations all took part—Grange, Guild, East-
ern Star, and others. It was truly a community enterprise.
The booths in the horse sheds did a thriving business, with
several new games introduced. The Peterborough Band led
the parade and gave a concert afterward. There was a chil-
dren's entertainment before the firemen served supper. The
dance in the evening, with Ralph Page's band, filled the hall.
This carnival was a financial success, with net receipts
of $475.00. Together with other funds on hand, this made
possible the highway contribution, fire protection commit-
ment, rearrangement of Historical rooms, gifts to Red Cross
and Community Christmas, and care of the village common.
Our meetings overflowed the Library and were held in
the church. We hope the interest will increase, as the Society
is operated solely for the good of the Town and its residents.
Everyone is welcome to join and attend the meetings.
CARL G. FREESE, President,
WILLIAM C. MacADAM, Vice President,
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Moderator, Rev. Vernon Lee Phillips
Clerk, Mrs. Lillian Stewart
Treasurer. Mrs. Lillian Stewart
Truant Officer, Mrs. C. Gladys St. John








Mr. F. Russell Abbott, Chairman and Secretary






Mr. Newell J. Paire, Wilton. N. H.






Music: Mr. Herman Hill
SCHOOL CALENDAR
1948-49:
January 3 to March 18 11 weeks
April 4 to June 17 11 weeks
March vacation dates subject to change.
Holiday: May 30
1949-50:
School opens September 7 — Closes November 22 12 weeks
School opens November 28 -— Closes December 21 4 weeks
School opens January 3 — Closes February 17 7 weeks
School opens February 27 — Closes April 21 8 weeks
School opens May 1 — Closes June 16 7 weeks
Holidays: November 11 and May 30
March vacation dates subject to change
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SCHOOL DISTRICT WARRANT
To the InJuabitmits of the School district in the tozvn of
Francestown qualified to vote in district affairs
:
You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said
district on the 5th day of March 1949, at two o'clock in the
afternoon, to act upon the following subjects:
1. To choose a Moderator for the coming year.
2. To choose a Clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a Member of the School Board for the
ensuing three years.
4. To choose a Treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To determine and appoint the salaries of the School
Board and Truant Officer, and fix the compensation of any
other officers or agent of the district.
6. To hear the reports of Agents, Auditors, Committees,
or Officers chosen, and pass any vote relating thereto.
7. To choose Agents, Auditors, and Committees in re-
lation to any subject embraced in this warrant.
8. To see what sum of money the district will raise and
appropriate for the support of schools, for the salaries of
school district officials and agents, and for the payment of
statutory obligations of the district, and to authorize the
application against said appropriation of such sums as are
estimated to be received from the state equalization fund
together with other income; the school board to certify to
the selectmen the balance between the estimated revenue
and the appropriation, which balance is to be raised by
taxes by the town.
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9. To see if the district will vote to raise and appropriate
the sum of $500.00 to develop the playground area.
10. To see if the district will vote to raise and appro-
priate a deficiency sum of $350.00 to defray expenses in-
curred over and above the estimated budget of 1947-48.
11. To see if the district will vote to authorize the
school board to purchase a school bus for the transportation
of pupils, through the facilities of the State Purchasing
Agent.
12. If the preceding article is adopted to see if the
district will raise and appropriate the sum of $350.00 for
the partial payment of said school bus and authorize the
school board to issue serial notes for an amount not to ex-
ceed $2,800.00 in the name of and on the credit of the dis-
trict; said notes to be issued pursuant to chapter 72 of the
Revised Laws ; and to authorize the school board to deter-
mine the time and place of payment of the principal and
interest, the rate of interest and all other matters in connec-
tion with the financing of this project.
Given under our hands at said Francestown this 12th
day of February, 1949.
F. RUSSELL ABBOTT,
C. GLADYS ST. JOHN,
HAROLD A. VARNUM,
School Board
A true copy of Warrant—Attest
:
F. RUSSELL ABBOTT,








DETAILED STATEMENT OF PAYMENTS
Administration :
Doris C. Basset $40.00
Salar}'- as School Board A^ember
F. Russell Abbott 25.00
Salary as School Board Member
C. Gladys St. John 25.00
Salary as School Board Member
Lillian C. Stewart 6.00
Salary as Clerk







Truant Officer and School census 10.00
Expenses of Administration 266.18
Supervisory Union No. 63
G. A. Reynolds 5.00
Bond for School Treasurer
Lillian C. Stewart 6.96
Postage
Transcript Printing Co. 5.00
Instruction
:
Principal's and Teachers' Salaries
Theodore Blanchard $2,100.00
LilHam M. Tuttle 1,521.10












Auxiliary Agencies and Special Activities
:









New Boston School District $919.68




Edward E. Babb Co. 8.57
Fixed Charges
:
Insurance, Levi M. Bixby, Agent $84.00
Per Capita Tax
:
F. G. Kimball, Treasurer „ $88.00
Teachers' Retirement
Teachers' Retirement Board $70.00




Cambosco Scientific Co. $29.75
Edward E. Babb Co 2.59













ANNUAL REPORT OF DISTRICT TREASURER
Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1948
Cash on Hand June 30, 1947 $57.44
Received from Selectmen, appro-
priations for current year $9,620.75
1948-1949 Appropriation 350.00
Dog Tax
Received from State Treasurer 702.81
Received from all other sources 242.76— 10,916.32
Total amount available for fiscal 3'ear $10,973.76
Less School Board orders paid 10,953.86




This is to certify that I have examined the books,
vouchers, bank statements and other financial records of the
treasurer of the School District of Francestown, of v/hich
the above is a true summary for the fiscal year ending





SCHOOL BOARD'S ESTIMATE FOR 1949-1950
School Board's statement of amounts required to sup-
port public schools and meet other statutory obligations of
the district for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1949.






Flags and appurtenances 10.00
Other expenses of instruction 125.00
Janitor service 450.00
Fuel 375.00
Water, light, janitor's supplies 200.00
Health supervision 190.00
Transportation of pupils 2.500.00
Other special activities 100.00
Other Statutory Requirements : '
Salaries of district officers 140.60
Truant officer and census 12.00
Payment of tuition in H. S.
and Academies 2,210.00
Superintendent's salary (local share) 294.50
Per capita tax 130.00
Payment on district debt 500.00
Payment of interest on debt 119.00









SCHOOL BUDGET FOR 1949-50
As Submitted by the Budget Commitee
B.
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REPORT OF SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT
To the School Board and Citizens of Francestown
:
I respectfully submit my second annual report as your
Superintendent of Schools.
Better Education
Better education is the basic need of a free democratic
society. We shall remain a free and strong nation only if
we have enough free and competent people. The perpetua-
tion of the American way of life requires citizens who
understand and love it and are willing to live fei^vently
in accord with it.
Better education cannot be obtained through the efforts
of a single agency or group of people. It demands the full
cooperation of an informed, educated citizenry; the sup-
port of courageous, enlightened school committees ; teachers
who have a broad cultural background and who understand
the needs of the community, and administrative officers
who are willing to interpret the needs and power of edu-
cation and to bring about a working relationship between the
people and their schools.
An informed citizenry is one who is aware of pending
legislation, both state and national, that will affect edu-
cation. An informed citizenry will know the policies of the
schools and will take an active part and share in the build-
ing of wholesome school and community relationships.
A courageous school committee is one that stands firm
for the welfare of the children ; insists on securing a good
professional staff ; insists upon adequate and modern tools
of learning and promotes sound and educationally defensible
school budgeting which will give unqualified opportunities
to children.
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The good teacher is a growing teacher, and one who
can adequately interest and present the methods and pro-
cedures used in effectively teaching the children under his
or her influence. The effective teacher is one who establishes
and maintains good esprit de corps among the pupils and
parents.
Effective administrative officers should accept the respon-
sibility for providing the best personnel possible and to
provide materials and supervise a balanced educational pro-
gram that will help boys and girls develop wholesome
personalities and the ability to effectively participate in
the democratic way of life.
Thus, all must work side by side to establish schools
equal to the challenge of our times. As this is done we
shall not only have better schools and better communities,
but in the process we shall become better people.
Teacher Iniprovenient
A. Extension and Summer Courses.
During the past two years the teachers have been en-
couraged to improve themselves professionally. To assist
in this professional improvement an extension course was
held during the late fall and winter of last year. This course
was organized through the cooperation of Keene Teachers
College and held at Wilton. The area studied was Social
Studies in the Elementary Field. The teachers attended
this class once a week for fifteen weeks. The purpose of
the course was to re-evaluate the offerings in the area of
social studies in the elementary school and to develop units
of work that would be applicable to their own teaching
situations.
Much excellent W'Ork was accomplished and the social
studies program throughout the Union has taken on new
zest and interest.
Many of the teachers who did not attend this course
have taken summer school work. It is interesting to note
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that 76% of the teachers in Supervisory Union No. 63
have either attended summer school or taken extension
courses in the past year and a half.
The instruction we are receiving reflects the interest of
the teachers in self-improvement.
B. Art Workshop.
In October, all of the teachers in Supervisory Union
No. 63 met in Wilton to engage in a three day art work-
shop. This workshop was organized through the cooperation
of the .State Department of Education, who in 1947, added
a Director of Fine Arts to its stafif.
The workshop was established for the purpose of teacher-
improvement in the field of art, so that they might go
back into their classrooms and re-vitalize their work, there-
by making their courses more interesting to their pupils.
The ideas presented dealt with the basic principles of
art education in relation to general education. No "bag of
tricks" was presented to the teachers. An effort was made
through lecture, discussion, demonstration and participa-
tion to show the teachers that art is a means of expression
and is dependent upon increased powers of imagination,
observation and organization.
The teachers returned to their classrooms and applied
their learnings to literature, science, health, social studies,
etc.
In January 1949, a follow-up program of two days was
held, in which the teachers came together for the purpose
of discussing their successes and failures, to learn new-
techniques with different art media, and to present the
results of their past two months work.
The results were exceedingly gratifying. Inventive and
creative drawings and paintings, the result of the child's
problem-solving, took the place of the many color books
and patterns that have a tendency to limit the inventive
nature of the child. This creative and imasrinative freedom
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in art may account for the school yard being raked and
planted with grass and shrubs or the interior of the school
painted with stimulating, although restful colors, rather
than the customary brown and buff.
A marked change in art teaching procedures has been
recognized throughout the Union. To be sure, an art work-
shop cannot be expected to take the place of a good art
supervisor who gives regular help to teachers, but it is a
welcome and very worthwhile substitute.
School Enrollments
No report would be adequate unless some mention was
made of the school enrollment trends in the next few
years. This problem is not only a national and state prob-
lem but it is one that is going to definitely affect many
local communities and budgets within the next few years.
This year we have approximately 18.6 million children
in the elementary schools. In two years we may expect 2Q
million and in four years, 22 million. It is estimated that
by 1957 we shall have 26.6 million children in the elemen-
tary schools, 8 million more than the 18.6 as of now.
High school attendance will perhaps diminish slightly
in the next three years. This is probably due to the low
birthrate in the early 30's. However, high school enrollment
will gradually increase through the 50's so that by 1960,
there will be 8.1 million high school children as compared
with the present 6.3 million.
Local conditions vary somewhat from this, particularly
if the high schools include grades 7 and 8.
Following is a study of the local enrollment based upon




for teaching positions. It appears that this supply is fast
becoming exhausted.
Our only hope is to recruit more young people into teach-
ing. We must make teaching attractive enough in terms
of salary, living conditions, and working conditions so that
young people will be encouraged to enter this profession.
Until this is done we may find ourselves "keeping school"
rather than "teaching school."
Budget
The budget presented for 1949-50 calls for an assess-
ment of $12,945.10, an increase of $1,506.50 above the
amount requested last year. These increases are reflected
in the following items : teacher salaries $675.00 ; tuition
$446.00; minor repairs and expenses $160.00 and miscel-
laneous (scholars' supplies, janitor service, water, light and
janitor supplies, fuel, etc.) $224.50.
The increase in teachers' salaries is felt to be a necessity
to insure maintaining high standards and good administra-
tion in your school. The increase in tuition is one that is
dependent upon the number of pupils who attend high
school and the cost of instruction in these schools. Tuition
assessments are also controlled by the state average per
pupil cost of instruction for the previous year. The state
average last year was $158.74. New Boston has long had a
policy of assessing school districts the state average. Peter-
borough is charging $135.00 per pupil this year. The School
Board's estimates are based on the probability that the
state average will increase to approximately $160.00
The School Board's estimate for high school tuitions for
the 1948-49 was $1,764.00. Their actual expenditures will
be $2,103.66, a deficit of $339.66. A larger number of
pupils are attending high school than was expected and
more are going to New Boston than was expected. These
are factors over which the School Board has no control.
The $160.00 requested for minor repairs and expenses is
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for the purpose of repairing the school roof, purchasing
two screens for each classroom and painting the boys' and
girls' basements and the hallway at the entrance of the
building. All are considered essential.
The request for $224.50 for miscellaneous items is ex-
plained in the first paragraph. However, it should be
realized, that as your school becomes a community center
it will cost more to operate and maintain it. Additional
fuel, light, water and janitor services become necessary, thus
more expense is involved. Approximately $165.00 of this
increase is accounted for in the items just mentioned.
Special Articles
Under Article 9 the School Board is requesting an ap-
propriation of $500.00 to develop, and if possible com-
plete the playground area.
The present condition of the playground is not such that
it can be used. A great deal of work remains to be done.
The request does not seem unreasonable if adequate play
area is to be provided for the children.
Article 10 requests a deficiency appropriation of $350.00
to defray expenses incurred over and above the estimated
budget of 1947-48. The reasons for this deficiency are as
follows
:
Insurance was increased at the request of the school dis-
trict at the last March meeting, fuel costs increased due
to the very long cold winter and also due to the fact that
the school building had been used more than in the past
;
for the same reasons there was an increase in electric
power and janitor supplies ; new adoptions in textbooks
and additional scholars' supplies were felt necessary ; lastly




I wish to commend the townspeople of Francestown and
particularly the Francestown Parent-Teacher Association
for the very excellent support and the interest that they
have shown in encouraging progress and improvements in
their school.
I wish also to commend Mr. Thomas and Miss Tuttle
for their efforts in maintaining high standards of instruc-
tion and excellent pupil morale.
The cooperation that has been given to the teachers by
the Francestown School Board, the P. T. A. and interested
citizens has done much toward making your school a bet-





STATISTICS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR
ENDING JUNE 30, 1948
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Statistics for First Eighteen Weeks 1948-1949
Census: (Ages 5-16) Boys 41; Girls 24; Total 65
Attending Francestown Schools 51
Attending New Boston High School 3
Attending Private School 1
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REPORT OF SCHOOL NURSE
To the Superintendent of Schools, Board of Education and
Citizens of tJie Tozvn of Francestotvn
:
The following is a report of the Health work in the
Francestown School from January 1, 1948 to January 1,
1949.
Number of visits to school 24
Number of visits to homes 24
Interviews 96
General Inspection of students has taken place twice a
month.
Students have been weighed and measured three times
during the year. Average number, 54. Number of students
10% underweight September 1948, 13. Number of students
20% overweight in September 1948, 4.
Number of students having the Massachusetts Vision
Test, 50.
Questionable vision 6
Eyes examined and glasses fitted or refitted 3
Eyes examined and glasses not necessary 2





Number of students having 28
Tuberculin Skin Test (Patch) :
Number of students 39





Number of students having during the
year 44
(Exclusions in compliance with the regulations of the




Average number of students taking 42
(Through the efforts of the Principal, Mr. Alfred
Thomas.)
The medicine cabinet has been equipped for minor ac-
cidents and injuries.
The School Nurse assisted
:
1. Dr. Frederika Moore with the physical examinations
of school children. 46 students examined. New entrants to
school examined, 8. (Examinations sponsored by the local
Red Cross in cooperation with the Board of Education.)
2. Mrs. Mildred Arken, R. N., with the tuberculin skin
test. (Sponsored by the Tuberculosis Association and Board
of Health in cooperation with the Board of Education.)
3. Mrs. Clare Hamilton, R. N., with the Public Health
Clinic. (Sponsored by the Board of Health in cooperation
with the Board of Education.)
4. Dr. Harvey Grimes with the Dental Clinic at the
school. Number of students attending, 13.
The following meetings were attended by the school nurse
:
1. Public Health Nurses' Meeting, Keene, N. H.
2. Teachers Institute, Keene, N. H.
3. Teachers' Convention, Keene, N. H.
4. Health and Physical Education Workshop, Peter-
borough, N. H.
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Records made out by the school nurse
:
1. Disease census for new entrants
2. Health card for each student
3. Physical growth chart for each classroom
At this time the school nurse wishes to thank the Public
Health Nurse and Board of Health, the Sight Conserva-
tion Consultant and Board of Public Welfare, the County
Tuberculosis Nurse and Tuberculosis Association, the local
American Red Cross and all persons who assisted with the
school Health Program and to express her appreciation to
the teachers, Superintendent of Schools and Board of Edu-
cation for their cooperation.
Respectfully submitted,




REPORT OF STATE HEALTH DEPARTMENT
The State Department of Health held a well baby and
pre-school clinic in the school bulding on July 8, 1948
which was sponsored by a local committee of the following
:
Mrs. Doris Basset, Chairman ; Mr. J. Curren ; Mrs. L.
Murphy.
Examining physician : Dr. William Collins, Wilton, N. H.
Nurses: Mrs. Ola Myhaver, R. N., School Nurse. Mrs.
Clare A. Hamilton, R. N., Field Nurse, State Department
of Health.









CLARE A. HAMILTON, R. N.
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REPORT OF SCHOOL PHYSICIAN
Physical examinations were given under date of April,
1948.




Number with major defects:
School 36
Pre-school 3
Number of defects
:
School 59
Pre-school 7
Number of minor
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